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FILED
| | pEC 02 2020
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT s OSTREISOUT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO R S0
EASTERN DIVISION
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) INDICTME NT
Plaintiff, ) 1R1N
).
v. )
| )
SCOTT ALLEN RENNINGER, ) Section 195 8
)
Defendant. )
GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

At all times matetial and relevant to this Indictment:
Background

1. Defendant SCOTT ALLEN RENNINGER was a resident of Uniontown, Ohio, in
Summit County, which was located in the Northern District of Ohio, Eastern Division.

2. Vietim 1 was Defendant’s spouse.

3. On or about June 23, 2020, Victim 1, through counsel, filed a Petition for
Domestic Violence Civil Protection Order (“DVCPO”) in Domestic Relations Court in Summit
County, Ohio.

4. In the DVC_PO, Victim 1 alleged that Defendant had engaged in acts of domestic
violence, that included, among other acts, “Threats that he will not allow me to leave him alive.”

5, Defendant 'éaused a check to be issued from an investment account and made
payable to himself, in the amount of $100,000, and dated on or about June 29, 2020.

6. On or about Augtist 6, 2020, Victim 1 filed for a divotce from Defendant.

7. CS-1 was a confidential source for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI”).
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8. CS-2 was a confidential source for the FBL.

9. Inoraround October 2020, Defendant offered CS-1 money 'in exchange for CS-1
killing Victim 1. Defendant provided CS;I with a photograph of Victim 1, the vehicle and
license plate information for Victim 1, and newspaper pages that included handwritten circles
around numbers on a grocery store circular and handwritten circles around letters on a satellite
dish circular that when read, reveale_d the house number and street name of Victim 1.

10.  Onor about Octobef 5, 2020, Dgfendant discussed with CS-1 not wanting to have
Victim 1’s body found and stated, “With no body, they can’t charge you.”

11. Onor about October-27, 2020, at CS-1’s volition, Defendant discussed lowering
the price of a house to $300,000 and selling it to CS-1 as payment for killing Victim 1. Aftér.
CS-1 askbed Defendant, “You’re gonna go $300,000 on this house right here?” Defendant stated,
“If you had her f-----g knocked off, and I don’t have to pay you a f---¥-g nickel, f—k yeah, I

would.”

Excerpts of the October 30, 2020 recorded call between CS-1 and Defendant

12. On or about October 30, 2020, CS-1 initiated a recorded phone conversgtioﬁ with -

Defendant to set up a meeting between Defendant and CS-1’s contact, a purported hit man who |

would kill Victim 1 for payment. During the conversation Defendant scolded CS-1 for sending
Defendant a text stating that a “painter” wanted to meet with him. CS-1 had used the word

“painter” as code for a hit man. Defendaﬁt told CS-1 that CS-1 now needed to find a painter in
the Canton, Ohio area to call as cover during an anticipated law enforcement investigation.
Defendant further explained to CS-1 that during investigations, law enforcement routinely

investigated cellular telephone records to inc:iude text messages. Defendant told CS-1, “Unless
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you want to go to f-----g jail with, with us, stop doing that s--t.” And then, “One f-----g mistake
can unravel this.”

13.  Defendant then stated that during the meeting with CS-1’s contact, Defendant
would be wearing a ﬁask and sunglasses. Regarding Defendant meeting with CS-1’s contact,
CS-1 stated, “At least this way you could, you could, you could know s--t’s gonna go down.”
Defendant said, “Ok...I’ve spent a thousand hours of my life watching these f-----g crime shows,
cause I never knew, was like, well you never know when, you know, something like this is need
[unintelligible].” CS-1 replied, “I’m just doing what you brought to me man.” Defendant

‘ replied, “I understand...but you’ve got to literally call a f-----g painter.”

Excerpts of November 4, 2020 recorded call between CS-1 and Defendant

14.  On or about November 4, 2020, CS-1 initiated a recorded phone conversation
with Defendant. CS-1 told Defendant that he knew someone that could murder Victim 1, In
undercover cop.”

15.  Defendant expreséed further concern about meeting the purported hit man in
person and that he intended to wear a mask, glasses, and gloves because, “This is no joke, you
know what I mean, we’ll all go to f---g jail for conspiracy.”

16.  During the conversation, Defendant added that he and the hit man needed to get
“burner phones,” referring to cheap, disposable, prepaid, cellular phones.

Excerpts of November 4, 2020 recorded meeting between CS-1, CS—2, and Defendant

17.  On or about November 4, 2020, CS-2 i‘ecorded a meeting with CS-1, CS-2, and

Defendant to discuss the murder-for-hire.
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